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Minutes of Athy Municipal District Meeting held at 10.00 am on Monday, 19 November 

2018 in Aras Chill Dara, Devoy Park, Naas 

 

Members Present:  Ms A Breslin (Cathaoirleach), Councillors I Keatley, M  

    Miley, T Redmond and M Wall. 

 

Officials Present:  Mr N Morrissey (District Manager), Mr D O'Flaherty   

    (District Engineer), Mr J Boland (Director of Services),  

    Mr D Creighton (A/Senior Architect), Mr Ml. Kenny   

    (Senior Planner), Mr F Ibrahim (Senior Executive   

    Engineer - Water Services), Mr J Murtagh (Executive   

    Engineer), Mr L Dunne and Ms E Wright (Senior Executive  

    Officers), Ms F Byrne (Administrative Officer), Ms P Berry  

    (Marketing Officer),  Ms A Cummins (Meetings Administrator) 

    and Ms O Mooney (Meetings Secretary) 

 

_________________________ 

 

AY01/1118 

Suspension of Standing Orders 

The Cathaoirleach proposed to suspend standing orders at 10.00 am for fifteen minutes. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Wall, seconded by Councillor Miley and agreed by 

all the members that standing orders be suspended for fifteen minutes until 10.15 am. The 

monthly meeting of the Athy Municipal District recommenced at 10.15 am. 

 

AY02/1118 

Launch of Athy Town Team 

The Municipal District Manager advised the members that the Athy Town Team had been 

launched last week and groups active in the town are represented on this team. This 

initiative would help bring Athy Regeneration to life and he looked forward to working with 

the team and the members. The Cathaoirleach stated this was a good initiative and looked 

forward to progressing work with this team. 
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AY03/1118 

Minutes and Progress Report 

The members considered the minutes of the monthly meeting of the Athy Municipal District 

held on Monday 15 October 2018 together with the progress report. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Miley, seconded by Councillor Wall that the 

minutes of the monthly meeting of the Athy Municipal District held on Monday 15 October 

2018 be taken as read. The progress report was noted. 

 

AY04/1118 

Matters Arising 

Update of Sewage systems and capacity for future development - Athy Municipal 

District (AY19/1018) 

Councillor Miley stated he had written to Irish Water and received a reply from them stating 

that Irish Water had no intention to extend any treatment plants in South Kildare. He said 

this was very serious  as there were only a few towns now in South Kildare that you can 

build a house in. He asked whether the council had any plans to deal with future capacity. 

 

Mr Boland understood the members concerns but he said stand alone wastewater 

treatment plants were not a priority for Irish Water as it would cost €75 million and upwards 

to increase capacities. He said this matter had been discussed with Irish Water over the last 

five years and he had put a lot of effort in other areas to sort out problems and he noted 

some infrastructure was deficient. He added that  bi-annual meetings take place with Irish 

Water and he had suggested a pilot scheme and Irish Water seemed receptive and open to 

this suggestion.  

 

Mr Ibrahim stated that Irish Water made it very clear that the waste water treatment plants 

need to be upgraded to increase capacity  in South Kildare, however this was not a priority 

and therefore, would not be included in their capital investment programme. Irish Water 

would address deficiencies related to emission level values at final effluent to comply with 

EPA requirements, for example they had included Narraghmore WWTP & Calverstown 

WWTP in the 2018 capital programme. He noted that Narrghamore WWTP was upgraded 

but was still non compliant and therefore, operation would not commence until all 

outstanding issues were addressed by contractor EPS. Calverstown would be completed in 

January 2019 and proof tested by end of next April 2019. He stated Irish Water agreed in 
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principal to finance the upgrade of Kilmead private waste water treatment plant provided the 

receiver handed over the plant to the council (Development Control are dealing with 

handover process) . This plant would replace the existing plant once the upgrade was 

carried out and the existing plant would then be decommissioned . 

 

Councillor Redmond stated that the council own land in Kildangan and Kilberry and cannot 

build houses on this land as the wastewater treatment plant was not able to cater for more 

houses. He added that a pilot scheme was required in Nurney. 

 

Mr Ibrahim stated that he had raised Kilberry with Irish Water  and their response was this 

was not a priority as it does not pose any dangers. 

 

Mr Kenny stated this was an issue for planning as people are interested in the development 

of houses but there was a problem with provision of services to these houses.  

 

Councillor Miley said the council need investment in sewage plants for future development 

of communities and he asked for guidance as to how to get this investment. 

 

Councillor Wall stated this was very worrying as rural planning should be moving into 

villages but now this was not an option. 

 

Mr Boland stated there was very little the council could do as they do not have capital funds 

to develop these sewage plants. 

 

Councillor Miley asked that the persons responsible for capital asset delivery in Irish Water 

be invited to attend the next meeting of the Municipal District and that the Water Services, 

Environment and Planning Sections attend also and that this matter be discussed in depth 

and a resolution sought. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Miley, seconded by Councillor Wall that a letter 

would issue to the Head of Capital Asset Delivery in Irish Water to attend the next meeting 

of the Athy Municipal District and that the Water Services, Environment and Planning 

Sections be in attendance as well to discuss this issue in depth and a resolution sought. 
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Household Free Drop-off event for mattresses in the Athy Civic Amenity Site 

(AUY26/0618) 

The Cathaoirleach thanked the council for the mattress recycling event which happened 

over two days noting 1000 mattresses were recycled.  

 

HSE Invitation (AY21/0918) 

The Meetings Administrator advised the members that a reply was received from Ms Ann 

O'Shea, HSE stating that she was delighted to accept the members invitation to meet with 

them. She asked that she be given an indication of some of the issues that they may wish 

to be discussed as this would assist her in selecting team members to accompany her to 

the meeting.  The Cathaoirleach asked the members to forward a list of items to be 

discussed  to her and  she would forward them to the Meetings Administrator . It was 

agreed that a letter would then issue to Ms O'Shea to outline the issues the members wish 

to discuss with her and that she would attend the December 2018 or January 2019 

meeting. 

 

AY05/1118 

Schedule of Municipal District Roadworks 

A report from the District Engineer was circulated to the members at the meeting. Councillor 

Keatley thanked him for the list of works which had been circulated. However, he noted that 

the two bins for Castledermot were not on the list and were still not in place. He asked for 

these two bins to be put in place immediately. Councillor Keatley asked whether other 

estates outside the town of Athy could be put on the gully cleaning programme. The District 

Engineer stated that the two bins would be put in place in the next fortnight and he said 

some of the estates were historical and taken over in Athy Town Council time but he would 

be extending the gully cleaning programme to outside the town of Athy in due course.  

 

Councillor Redmond noted that Lowtown Bridge and Bert Bridge had been repaired. He 

stated that he had raised the repair required to Monasterevin Bridge previously at a meeting 

as the parapets had broken off.  The District Engineer stated that funding required for 

Monasterevin Bridge (R445 through the town) as it would require extensive specialist 

expertise to survey this bridge would be dealt with under the Bridge Section at the National 

Roads Design Office (NRDO). He added Lowtown and Bert Bridges were repaired by him 
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as they were smaller jobs and that the Bert Bridge repairs were carried out as a result of an 

accident at this location. 

The report was noted. 

 

AY06/1118 

Athy Distributor Road 

Ms Wright stated that Mr Coppinger was currently engaging with Iarnrod Eireann and that a 

full update would be given to the members at the December meeting. 

 

Councillor Redmond asked for an update on the archaeology element of this project and an 

update on fencing at Corran Ard. 

 

Councillor Wall noted the problems with Iarnród Éireann and asked for a guarantee that this 

was not going to delay this project. 

 

The District Manager stated that this project would not be delayed. He stated that 

discussions were ongoing with Iarnród Éireann and that the compulsory purchase of lands 

was going to plan. 

 

AY07/1118 

Old Grange Cross 

The District Manager stated that the ground was marked out for new road markings and this 

should improve the situation at this cross.  

 

AY08/1118 

Community and Development Issues 

Ms Berry circulated a comprehensive report to the members prior to the meeting and the 

report was noted. The members thanked Ms Berry for her continued work for the municipal 

district. 

 

AY09/1118 

Taking in Charge of Corran Ard and Branswood, Athy and The Friary, Castledermot 

and Castle Raven, Nurney 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Wall: 
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Can Kildare County Council confirm the up to date position with the taking in charge of 

Corrán Árd Athy, Branswood Athy, The Friary Castledermot, Castle Raven Nurney and if 

any estates in the Athy Municipal District are not being taking in charge because of 

difficulties with Irish Water? 

 

A report was received from the Building and Development Control Section informing the 

members that the up to date position on each of the following estates was as follows; 

Corran Ard, Athy - The surety had given a commitment to the council to provide bond 

monies for the completion of the estate. There was a site resolution  plan in place and when 

funding was received it would be implemented. 

Branswood, Athy - Development Control Section are working with the developer to 

complete snags including the taking in charge documentation that was required. 

The Friary, Castledermot - The receiver had recently re-engaged with the council and a 

meeting was being arranged to agree the scope of works to be undertaken in the estate. 

Castle Raven, Nurney - The wearing course had been completed this year and the taking in 

charge would be progressed in the new year. The taking in charge of estates was not being 

delayed by Irish Water. However, there was a consultation process required and as some 

estates had legacy issues where there are works required, the taking in charge process 

was not straightforward. 

 

Councillor Wall requested clarification on the surety in regard to Corran Ard. He stated he 

attends Irish Water clinics and when he raised any issues with Irish Water, they refer him 

back to the council. 

 

Mr Ibrahim stated that the Athy Wastewater Treatment Plant's capacity was not overloaded. 

There had been a problem with one of the contractors but that had been resolved.  

 

Councillor Wall stated that the sewerage plant in Coneyboro was causing problems and it 

had not been taken in charge.  He noted the council had been clearing it out at times but 

somebody needs to take it in charge. 

Mr Murtagh stated that works were to be carried out by the receiver as four houses were 

due to be sold. He stated he had engaged with a specialist contractor and he would speak 

to the receiver immediately to resolve this problem. 

The report was noted. 
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AY10/1118 

Christmas Parking Arrangements - Athy Municipal District 

The members asked that the same arrangements be put in place as in 2017. Ms Wright 

stated that there would be free pay parking (unauthorised and illegal parking will continue to 

be enforced) in Athy from 8.30 am on Monday 3 December 2018 until 8.30 am on Tuesday, 

2 January 2019.  The District Manager voiced his concerns for businesses in the town 

during the free parking christmas period. He said that people going out for night might leave 

their cars parked all night and most of the next day taking up parking spaces for shoppers. 

The Cathaoirleach and members agreed to keep the free parking but would review the 

matter in January 2019 to establish if it had affected the trade in the town. This was agreed 

by all the members. 

Resolved that the same Christmas Parking arrangements be put in place in the Athy 

Municipal District, as in 2017. 

 

AY11/1118 

Directional Signs - Centre of Kildoon 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Miley: 

That Kildare County Council replaces the five directional signs that have been removed 

from the centre of Kildoon. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Miley and seconded by Councillor Keatley. 

 

A report was received from the Roads Transportation and Public Safety Section informing 

the members that at the present time there were no signs at Kildoon Cross. There were no 

signs when Athy Municipal District took charge of this area in January 2015.  Athy Municipal 

District would look at the signage from Walterstown cross to Newtown cross via Kildoon 

Cross in the coming months. 

 

Councillor Miley stated he was agreeable to a survey to re-instate directional signs. 

 

Councillor Keatley asked the District Engineer to look at re-instating these directional signs. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Miley, seconded by Councillor Keatley that the 

report indicated directional signs be re-instated in the coming months. 
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AY12/1118 

Upgrade of Athy and Monasterevin Train Stations 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Wall: 

That Kildare County Council immediately write to Iarnród Éireann inviting them to meet with 

members to discuss the upgrade of Athy and Monasterevin train stations and other 

important commuting issues including the cost of transport and overcrowding on some 

services. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Wall and seconded by Councillor Redmond. 

 

A report was received from the Roads Transportation and Public Safety Section informing 

the members that Iarnrod Eireann’s last attendance at a meeting of the Athy Municipal 

District was in June 2017.   Mr Ciaran Kelly, District Manager with responsibility for Athy 

Train Station and Mr Emmet Cotter, Acting Station Manager for Athy gave a briefing on a 

package for Athy Station.  Confirmation was received from Iarnród Éireann that the 

following works were carried out at the Athy Station since 2017: 

Athy Station building works: 

- Existing front emergency access doors modified to open inwards  

- A new bi-folding electronic door installed inside ticket office  

- Repairs to the suspended timber floor and new floor covering in other areas  

- Internal ceiling, walls and timber works painted 

- Install a new sliding electronic door set to interior of platform side access door as 

 specified 

 

Other works  

- Repairs to thread and nosings to platform steps.  

- New plinth, railings and gate to close off area beside station side accessibility ramp 

- New railing sections installed to increase the height of the perimeter fencing around the 

station side accessibility ramp.  

- New handrails, tactiles and nosings to the existing station footbridge  

- New ducting, foundation and lamppost installed to DOWN side station access ramp and 

commission new lighting commissioned  

- New signage installed 
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An update on Monasterevin Station and any outline plans by Iarnród Éireann would be 

sought. 

 

For information, at the October 2018 meeting of the Naas Municipal District, Mr Barry 

Kenny stated that all available fleet was in use at present and that extra carriages would not 

be provided until 2020 at the earliest.  Iarnród Éireann advised that over 4,300 train 

services run per week and that there had been an upturn in demand for services, with the 

Phoenix Park tunnel having a positive impact with 50% of customers new to rail and 35% 

new to public transport.  The National Transport Authority had entered into a Public Service 

Obligation Contract with Iarnród Éireann for the provision of rail passenger services in 

Ireland and the Authority had responsibility for regulating public transport fares. 

 

Councillor Wall stated that he welcomed the reply from Irish Rail, however,  there was an 

overcrowding issue. He added it was a health and safety issue and was not acceptable to 

have carriages full to capacity ie. seated and standing and Irish Rail needed to rectify this 

problem. He added that there was a major problem with the pricing structure and it needed 

to be reviewed. He said people from Monasterevin were travelling to Sallins to get to work 

in Dublin as it was 60% cheaper to buy a ticket there. He also noted that prices had 

increased for students from Newbridge by 10%. Councillor Wall asked that Irish Rail be 

invited to meet with the members to discuss these issues. 

 

Councillor Redmond stated that toilets were locked at the stations, accessibility for people 

with disabilities was terrible and the current pricing structure does not take cars off roads. 

Councillor Keatley stated that this matter continued to be frustrating.  

 

The District Manager stated he would invite the NTA and Irish Rail to a future meeting of 

the Athy Municipal District to discuss this matter in full. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Wall, seconded by Councillor Redmond that a letter 

issue to the NTA and Irish Rail to attend a future meeting of the Athy Municipal District to 

discuss this matter in full. 

 

AY13/1118 

Traffic Congestion at the Education Campus at Tomard, Athy 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Breslin: 
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That the council works in conjunction with the school authorities and the Department of 

Education and Skills to find a solution to the problems of traffic congestion at the education 

campus at Tomard, Athy. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Breslin and seconded by Councillor Redmond. 

 

A report was received from the Roads Transportation and Public Safety Section informing 

the members that this issue would need to be examined by Road Design and the 

Department of Education in consultation with the District Engineer.   

 

The Cathaoirleach stated there was an ongoing problem with traffic congestion at this 

campus. Athy College had sanction for additional space for their school. She asked that a 

meeting be arranged with the members and the principals of each of the schools on the 

campus and that they work together to alleviate this problem.  

 

Councillor Redmond suggested with the Cathaoirleach's  request and asked that a traffic 

warden be provided at the Gaelscoil. 

 

Councillor Wall stated that traffic was coming from both sides of the campus and was 

creating havoc most mornings and he agreed that the members should work with the 

principals of the schools. 

 

Councillor Miley asked that this meeting be arranged as soon as possible. 

 

Councillor Keatley stated that cycle lanes should be put in place and we needed to 

encourage children to cycle to school as much as possible. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Breslin, seconded by Councillor Redmond that a 

meeting be arranged between the members and the principals of each of the schools on 

this campus. 

 

AY14/1118 

Drainage on the L2035-1 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Keatley: 
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That Kildare County Council upgrades the drainage on the L2035-1 where the road is 

almost impassable due to recent flooding at Kingsland and Brewel. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Keatley and seconded by Councillor Wall. 

 

A report was received from the Roads Transportation and Public Safety Section informing 

the members that work was being carried out on the L-203 at Kilgowan to improve the 

drainage in the area. 

 

Councillor Keatley stated that he had spoken with the District Engineer two weeks ago and 

he looked forward to an update on the survey. The District Engineer stated that he had 

carried out preliminary work and it should be finished before Christmas. He added he had to 

employ a contractor for one part of this work. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Keatley, seconded by Councillor Wall that the 

report be noted. 

 

AY15/1118 

Electric Charging Points in existing car parks in South Kildare 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Redmond: 

Can the council retrofit existing car parks in South Kildare with electric charging points? 

 

A report was received from the Roads Transportation and Public Safety Section informing 

the members that a request for funding via the Climate Action Regional Office had been 

made to secure funding to install EV charge points in off-street car parks throughout the 

county. 

Councillor Redmond stated the new carpark in Athy had electricial charging points. He 

added there would be an increase in electric cars in the coming years and he asked 

whether there was a request for funding for this in South Kildare. 

 

Ms Wright stated that a submission for funding was sent in a couple of months ago and the 

council were awaiting a response. This was for off-street carparks for the whole of the 

county. 
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Councillor Redmond asked whether an audit had been done and which municipal districts 

had charging points in their carparks. Ms Wright stated that the council were working on 

updated the website at the moment with details showing existing charging points. 

 

The report was noted. 

 

AY16/1118 

Remedial Works on roadway from The Green to St John's Estate, Castledermot 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Breslin: 

Can remedial works be carried out to the roadway from The Green to Saint Johns Estate, 

Castledermot? 

 

A report was received from the Roads Transportation and Public Safety Section informing 

the members that this work would be carried out as part of routine maintenance in the 

coming weeks. 

The report was noted. 

 

 

AY17/1118 

Timeline for completion of road safety works at the Crossroads at Old Grange 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Keatley: 

Can Kildare County Council give a timeline for the completion of road safety works at the 

crossroads at Old Grange? 

 

A report was received from the Roads Transportation and Public Safety Section informing 

the members that Athy Municipal District are continuing negotiations with a view to carrying 

out the new arrangements at Oldgrange Cross. 

 

Councillor Keatley stated that the Christmas Fair was coming up shortly and there would be 

an increase in traffic here. The District Engineer stated that he was dealing with landowners 

to cut back their hedges and markings were to be put in place in next few weeks.   

The report was noted. 
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AY18/1118 

Date for Normal Use of L8013 and L8014 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Keatley: 

Can Kildare County Council inform the residents of Ballybarney, Ballymount and Lipstown 

as to when the L8013 and L8014 will be returned to normal use? 

 

A report was received from the Roads Transportation and Public Safety Section informing 

the members that negotiations were ongoing with a view to cutting back the hedge at the 

intersection of the L-8013 and L-8014. 

The report was noted. 

 

AY19/1118 

Provision of Additional Public Lighting at Skenagun, Castledermot 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Breslin: 

Can an update be provided regarding the provision of additional public lighting at 

Skenagun, Castledermot? 

A report was received from the Roads Transportation and Public Safety Section  informing 

the members that the lighting had been ordered and installation was scheduled to take 

place in early December 2018.   

The report was noted. 

 

AY20/1118 

Confirmation of Council land in Athy Municipal District 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Wall: 

That Kildare County Council confirms the amount of land it owns in the Athy Municipal 

District, the location of this land and if they have any plans submitted to Government to 

develop this land for housing or any other use. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Wall and seconded by Councillor Redmond. 

 

A report was received from the Architects Department informing the members that all 

council lands in the Athy Municipal District area including their status at the time, was 

issued to the members in 2016. This list was currently being reviewed and updated.  The 

updated list would be issued to the members in the coming weeks.  
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Councillor Wall stated that the response did not answer his motion. He added that only one 

development had taken place in South Kildare and that was at Flinter's Place. He stated 

that if the council land available was not suitable for dwellings then could it be used for 

community group facilities. 

 

Councillor Redmond stated he brought this issue up years ago and noted that the council 

were over reliant on approved housing bodies. 

 

Councillor Keatley welcomed the motion and added it needed a cross-party effort to tackle 

the current housing crisis. 

 

Mr Creighton stated he was asked to carry out a land survey back in 2016 and this was 

done and the Athy Municipal District members would have received this land survey. The 

only other piece of land added since then was Dominican lands. He added the survey was 

being updated and would be re-issued to the members.  In regard to the Dominican lands, 

the council had applied for older persons accommodation but that was refused. However, 

expressions of interest were being assessed. Mr Creighton gave a full update on all the 

projects in hand to date and how he was progressing each case. 

 

Councillor Wall stated the council were depending on approved housing bodies to solve this 

housing crisis noting there was a lack of consultation with councillors when they had a lot of 

relevant information to share.  

 

The Cathaoirleach called for the Director of Housing and Mr Creighton and the members to 

meet more regularly to discuss day to day issues in housing. 

 

Councillor Redmond stated that they were informed that there would be older persons 

accommodation on the Dominican site and he was frustrated on hearing permission for this 

had now been refused. 

 

Councillor Wall asked for full clarification on cost of new builds and the affordability scheme. 

Mr Creighton stated that he would come back to the members with this update. 
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Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Wall, seconded by Councillor Redmond that the 

updated land survey be circulated to the members, that the members receive full 

clarification on cost of new builds and the affordability scheme and that the Director of 

Housing and Mr Creighton meet with the members regularly regarding day to day housing 

issues. 

 

AY21/1118 

Housing Development at Flinter's Field, Athy 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Breslin: 

That a progress report be given to this council from the Respond Housing Association 

including start and completion dates for the housing development at Flinter's Field, Athy. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Breslin and seconded by Councillor Redmond. 

 

A report was received from the Housing Section informing the members that the following 

report had been received from Respond: Valid tenders had been received for the project.  

Currently the Project Quantity Surveyor was preparing the tender report.  It was anticipated 

that an application for Capital Advance and Leasing Facility Funding (CALF) would be 

submitted to the Housing Finance Agency by the 30/11/2018.  Subject to CALF approval 

being received by mid February 2019, work would commence on site by mid March 2019.  

The handover period was 18 months from commencement on site. 

The Cathaoirleach acknowledged the response from Respond but stated she was 

disappointed with this report as the construction should have started by now. She added 

the residents did not feel part of the process and that Respond were working very slowly on 

this project. 

Councillor Redmond stated that people were worried and he asked that this matter remain 

on the progress report until the houses were built. 

 

Councillor Wall stated that the timelines were not realistic and asked whether the delays 

were caused by Respond or the Government. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Breslin, seconded by Councillor Redmond that the 

report be noted and the matter remain on the progress report until the houses were built. 
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AY22/1118 

Ó Cualann Co-Housing Alliance 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Redmond: 

Can the council support an agreement with the Ó Cualann Cohousing Alliance who are 

interested in building on the council lands in Kildangan using their affordable housing 

model? 

 

A report was received from the Housing Section informing the members that the council 

had not been approached by Ó Cualann Housing Association with regard to lands in 

Kildangan, but would be happy to meet with them to consider their proposal for this site.  

With regard to the site; further to the review of the County Development Plan, the Village 

Plan for Kildangan only had a small portion of the site [which was 2.2 hectares in total 

within the village boundary, with about 0.4 of a hectare zoned 'Village Centre' and none of 

the remaining lands zoned for 'New Residential' as they are now outside of the village 

centre. In addition, a report to a meeting of Athy Municipal District in 2016 noted that there 

were outbuildings and derelict structures on the site and that there were drainage 

constraints in Kildangan. With regard to affordability; in considering the development of 

affordable units, on any site, the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 

advise that local authorities must assess the market requirement for affordable housing in 

the area. In this regard, an economic viability site assessment must be carried out. 

The report was noted. 

 

AY23/1118 

Upgrade of the Ballyroe Group Water Scheme 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Keatley: 

That Kildare County Council ask Irish Water to complete the upgrade of the Ballyroe group 

water scheme with the Government funding granted previously for the scheme. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Keatley and seconded by Councillor Wall. 

 

A report was received from the Water Services Section informing the members that 

Ballyroe Group Water Scheme was a private GWS and was funded from the Department of 

Housing, Planning and Local Government. Irish Water do not provide any funding to the 

GWS sector.  The Department had reallocated the funding previously intended for Ballyroe 



Kildare County Council  

Page 17 of 23 
 

due to the fact that Ballyroe had a regional water supply provided by Irish Water. The 

Ballyroe GWS required major upgrading and was a vulnerable supply.  The Department 

would provide funding for the scheme to be upgraded and when complete taken in charge 

by Irish Water due to the regional supply being fully compliant with The Drinking Water 

Regulations. 

 

Councillor Keatley stated he was disappointed with the report. He said he was not clear 

why this upgrade did not go ahead. He noted there were some compliance issues involved 

but the scheme should have been upgraded. Mr Dunne stated that the funds had been 

allocated to this project and when complete then Irish Water would take it in charge. 

 

Councillor Keatley asked for a point of contact  and that a meeting be set up to establish the 

next steps. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Keatley, seconded by Councillor Wall that funds be 

allocated to this project, that the scheme be taken in charge by Irish Water and that a 

meeting be set up with the point of contact to establish the next steps. 

 

 

AY24/1118 

Part 8 Report - Emily Square, Athy 

The members agreed to defer this matter to the end of the meeting in order for the 

members to discuss this report privately at the end of the meeting. 

 

 

AY25/1118 

Purchase of an Industrial Development Site 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Redmond: 

That the council immediately starts the process of purchasing an industrial development 

site, in consultation with the IDA, while the Southern Distributor Road is being built. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Redmond and seconded by Councillor Wall. 

 

A report was received from the District Manager informing the members that case studies 

had demonstrated how difficult it can be for local authorities to secure a match between a 
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pre-determined location of land for industrial development and a prospective client. This 

could lead to substantial local authority investment in advance purchase of land for 

industrial development lying idle; possibly forever. From an initial analysis of existing vacant 

industrial sites in Athy and its surrounding hinterland, there was currently no demand for 

such units or sites.  The District Manager and the Head of Local Enterprise Office (LEO) 

would continue to engage with the IDA in regard to this issue. 

 

Councillor Redmond stated that if you look at the IDA website, there was very little about 

Athy on it. He welcomed the launch of the Athy Town Team which would help with the 

regeneration of Athy and said he would like to see more work done byt the IDA and the 

council. 

 

Councillor Wall stated there was a lack of employment in South Kildare and he welcomed 

the Athy Town Team (ATT) initiative as the council need to look at sites and be ready for 

the Athy Distributor Road. Councillor Miley stated that the council need to be business 

proactive and welcomed the steps taken so far to put a business plan in place for Athy. 

 

The District Manager said it was not as simple as buying land and someone coming in to 

set up a business. He stated that Ms Jacqui McNabb, Head of Enterprise, Ms Helen 

Dowling, Athy Enterprise Centre, Mr JP Holligan, Project Manager Athy Regeneration and 

himself were working on a number of initiatives and looking at how to cater for the small 

employers as well as the larger employers. He added the Woodstock Business Park had 

vacant units and other units were vacant around the town and they were trying to occupy 

these units. He said they would work tirelessly to find businesses the right location/unit in 

the town if requested. He added that the Local Enterprise Office were working very hard 

with the IDA in trying to convince employers to come to Athy. 

 

Councillor Miley stated that we need to get the message out that Athy was ready for 

employers to set up their businesses in Athy. The District Manager re-iterated that he along 

with his team were trying to bring employment to Athy. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Redmond, seconded by Councillor Wall that the 

report be noted. 

 

 



Kildare County Council  

Page 19 of 23 
 

AY26/1118 

Establishment of a Kilberry Forum 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Redmond: 

That this municipal district lead the establishment of a Kilberry Forum in light of the possible 

or imminent closure of the peat harvesting industry in Kilberry and to develop a local plan to 

take advantage of the physical assets of the area.  These include the Bog, Derrybullagh 

Island, the Bord Na Móna Rail Network including the rail siding at Kilberry, given its 

proximity to the Barrow and canal. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Redmond and seconded by Councillor Miley. 

 

Councillor Redmond asked that the council lead the establishment of the Kilberry Forum. 

He added that the peat harvesting period was coming to an end and that they had to plan 

for the future.  

 

Councillor Miley said the loss of employment at the Kilberry Plant was very sad but there 

were many opportunities out there and it could be hugely enhanced. He added the Blueway 

was coming to Athy and it would be passing close to Kilberry and close to the motorway 

and agreed a forum needed to be established and that the council should take the lead. 

 

Councillor Wall hoped that the plant would continue to service the area as much as possible 

and he added that Bord na Mona still own the site and would have to be contacted. 

 

The members agreed that a meeting be arranged with Bord na Mona to discuss issues with 

them and to then establish a Kilberry Forum. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Redmond, seconded by Councillor Miley that a 

meeting be arranged with Bord na Mona to discuss issues with them and to then establish a 

forum for Kilberry. 
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AY27/1118 

Works at Kilmead and a rural node of Booleigh 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Miley: 

That Kildare County Council immediately start work in the villages of Kilmead and a rural 

node of Booleigh for which LPT funding of €60,000 and €20,000 has been committed 

respectively. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Miley and seconded by Councillor Keatley. 

 

A report was received from the Community Section informing the members that a request 

for tender was currently being prepared for the provision of services to carry out a Health 

Check assessment of various towns and villages across the county. The village of Kilmead 

would be included in the list of proposed locations in the tender documentation. 

 

Councillor Miley asked for the timescale of the works. 

 

Councillor Keatley raised a concern about spending LPT funding on reports and asked for 

an estimate cost of health checks. 

 

Ms Hunt stated that a consultant would be appointed which would take approximately three 

months and added that the health checks would come out of the €60,000. Councillor Miley 

stated he was reluctant to assign money to health checks as it was more important to get a 

design consultant in and get the work done. Councillor Wall asked that the council progress 

the works as the smaller villages need attention also. 

 

The District Manager stated that the council was trying to look and see what a tender would 

capture and that a design would be required around the school and the church area. He 

stated that he would come back to the members with a further report. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Miley, seconded by Councillor Keatley that the 

report be noted and that he would come back to the members with a further report. 
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AY28/1118 

Village Plans - Athy Municipal District 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Miley: 

Can the council commit to preparing three village plans annually in the Athy Municipal 

District? 

 

A report was received from the Community Section informing the members that this was a 

matter for the members of Athy Municipal District, as the presentation of village plans was 

subject to funding, usually through LPT being set aside for this purpose. 

The report was noted. 

 

AY29/1118 

Potential Benefit for Businesses in South Kildare - National Ploughing Venue in 

Carlow in 2019 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Wall: 

Can Kildare County Council work with local businesses and communities in the South 

Kildare area on taking advantage of the proximity of the National Ploughing venue in 

Carlow in 2019 and the very real potential this venue may have for South Kildare? 

 

A report was received from the Head of Enterprise informing the members that she had 

contacted  Anna May McHugh and outlined business support and services that could be 

offered from the south of the county. The Head of Enterprise was preparing an action plan 

on the back of this. A meeting with Ms McHugh, the District Manager and the Chief 

Executive would follow. 

The report was noted. 

 

AY30/1118 

Other Business 

Red Balloon Initiative 

The Cathaoirleach confirmed that €1000 would be allocated from 2019 LPT monies to this 

initiative. This was agreed by all the members. 
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Draft Meetings Calendar for 2019 

The Meetings Administrator informed the members that the 2019 Meetings Calendar would 

be brought to the Full Council meeting on 26 November for approval, noting that due to 

bank holidays next year, the date for the Athy Municipal District monthly meeting in March 

2019 was moved back to the 11th with 11.00 am start at Aras Chill Dara due to CPG 

meeting. 

 

AY31/1118 

Suspension of Standing Orders 

The Cathaoirleach proposed to suspend standing orders at 12.35 pm for forty minutes in 

order to discuss the Part 8 report. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Wall, seconded by Councillor Miley and agreed by 

all the members that standing orders be suspended for forty minutes until 1.15 pm. The 

monthly meeting of the Athy Municipal District recommenced at 1.15 pm. 

 

AY32/1118 

Part 8 Report - Emily Square, Athy 

Councillor Redmond stated that he had emailed modifications to Ms Hunt. He stated he 

could not agree with the Part 8 until these modifications were discussed; 

- Scheme does not have replacement trees 

- Paving materials 

- Duke of Leinster water fountain be retained and put in its original place 

- 1798 memorial 

 

The District Manager stated that the detail of trees was with Planning, paving was not a 

planning issue, the fountain would be re-instated to its original location and the 1798 

memorial location was to be agreed with the committee and the council. 

 

Councillor Keatley proposed the following motion; That the management of the Westside 

restricted access road be agreed between elected members, Kildare County Council, the 

affected traders and the Heritage Centre prior to the opening of the new Emily Square, 

Athy. 
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The motion was proposed by Councillor Keatley and agreed by all the members. Five voted 

in favour and zero voted against. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Keatley, seconded by all the members that the Part 

8 be approved subject to amendments. 

 

The meeting concluded. 

 


